
Dear Facilities Team,

The Council of Senior Business Officials' (COSBO's) Effectiveness and Efficiency (E&E) Advisory Committee has 

commissioned an Inventory of Green Initiatives in Ontario District School Boards.

Across the province, numerous district school boards have implemented a series of green initiatives. 

However, a comprehensive list of the types of projects that have been implemented or an assessment of the 

associated costs/benefits, best practices and lessons learnt, is not currently available to the sector. As a 

result, the E&E Advisory Committee identified the need to conduct research to identify green initiatives that 

have already been implemented in the sector and evaluate their success.

All 72 district school boards are included in this survey.

The research will group green initiatives to:

1. Determine the range of green technologies that have been implemented (completed previously through 

the excel Inventory Survey)

2. Determine available information about the associated costs, including:

- upfront capital cost of implementation

- operation and maintenance costs

3. Conduct an analysis, for each type of green technology, of the:

- costs/benefits

- payback period

- performance/energy savings

4. Evaluate the link with students in terms of:

- curriculum

- benefits to students

5. Identify:

- best practices and knowledge transfer

- lessons learnt from successes as well as from failures

A sector-wide resource based on this survey will be made available at the conclusion of this project to 

promote the findings and assist school boards in building management capacity in the implementation of 

green initiatives.
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This survey does not need to be completed in one sitting. The username and password that we have sent to 

you is unique to you.

By creating this unique system, you can access the information at any time. You can walk away from the 

computer, go home and as long as you've hit "Save", your information will remain intact. This survey 

enables you to save your information as entered, return to it at any time and edit it as you wish should you 

run out of time or need to seek out the answers from colleagues.

You will require the following information to complete the survey:

• Details of the specific green technology completed (ex: solar, wind, geothermal, etc.)

• Location and setting of the facility

• Special codes and standards used at this facility (LEED, Energy Star, etc.)

• Economic information about the installation including capital, operations and maintenance costs

• Power generated, energy and water savings (if applicable)

• Partnerships involved in adopting the green technology (student/community fundraising; corporate • Partnerships involved in adopting the green technology (student/community fundraising; corporate 

sponsorship, etc.)

• Indirect benefits to students through learning programmes

• Metrics for carbon emission reduction (if applicable)

• Overall comment on the green technology implemented

We have pre-programmed the facilities and initiatives that you've previously identified to us through the 

Excel survey.

Thank you in advance for taking the time to complete this survey. Your participation is an important step in 

creating a valuable resource for the sector.

If you have any questions about this survey, please contact Jessica Strauss or Karen Carter:

Jessica Strauss

Sustainability Consultant,

GENIVAR

jessica.strauss@genivar.com

613-829-2800

Karen Carter

Senior Policy Advisor, Energy Procurement and 

Conservation,

School Business Support Branch,

Ministry of Education

karen.carter2@ontario.ca

416-212-3179
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Survey #1:  Representative School

- Click Here to update school statistics [Not Started]

Technology #1:  Click Here to enter the information for [Green Initiative #1].  [Not Started]

Technology #1:  Click Here to enter the information for [Green Initiative #2].  [Not Started]

Technology #1:  Click Here to enter the information for [Green Initiative #3].  [Not Started]
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Please enter / update the information concerning this green technology (Technology #1 at 

Representative School):
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Thank you very much for taking the time to complete this survey.

The results from this effort should prove a great help to you and your counterparts when discussing the merits and 

feasibilities of future sustainable projects.


